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EYFS Progression of skills 
Cardinality  and 

Coun-ng 
Comparison Composi-on Pa3ern Shape and Space Measures 

Consistently recite 
the correct 
sequence of 
numbers and cross 
decade boundaries. 
 
collect chosen 
number from a large 
pile, e.g. nine 
pencils from a pot. 
 
subitise (instantly 
recognise) a group 
that contains up to 
four, then five, in a 
range of ways, e.g. 
fingers, dice, 
random 
arrangement 
 
select a numeral to 
represent a quantity 
in a range of fonts. 
  
correct a puppet 
who thinks the 
amount has 

State which group of 
objects has more? 
Can they do this 
with a large or small 
visual difference. 

Compare two 
numbers and say 
which is the larger. 

Predict how many 
there will be if you 
add or take away 
one. 

 

Subitise small 
groups within a 
larger number. 

Make a reasonable 
guess at a hidden 
number. 

In context, state two 
groups that make a 
larger amount. For 
example, how might 
the (six) bean bags 
land? 

 

Continue, copy and 
create an AB 
pattern. 

Identify the pattern 
rule (unit of repeat) 
in an AB pattern. 

Continue, copy and 
create ABB, ABBC 
(etc.) patterns. 

Identify the pattern 
rule (unit of repeat) 
in an ABB, ABBC 
(etc.) patterns. 

Spot an error and 
‘correct’ a pattern. 

Explain whether a 
circular pattern is 
continuous or not. 

 

Select and rotate 
shapes to fit into a 
given space. 

Use positional 
vocabulary, 
including relative 
terms, to describe 
where things are in 
small-world play. 

Show intentionality 
in selecting shapes 
for a purpose, such 
as cylinders to roll. 

Make a range of 
constructions, 
including 
enclosures, and talk 
about the decisions 
they have made. 

See shapes in 
different orientations 
and recognise that 

Find something that 
is longer, shorter, 
heavier, lighter (etc.) 
than a reference 
item. 

Find an appropriate 
container for a 
specific item. 

Describe the 
location of 
something using 
positional language. 

Accurately use the 
relative terms 
'yesterday' and 
'tomorrow'. 

Order a short 
sequence of events. 
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changed when their 
collection has been 
rearranged? 

they are still that 
shape. 

Recognise a range 
of triangles and say 
how they know what 
they are. 
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Number and Place Value 
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Addi1on and Sutrac1on 
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Mul1plica1on and Division  
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Frac1ons 
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Ra1o and Propor1on 
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geometry – Proper1es of Shape 
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Geometry – Posi1on and Direc1on  
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Sta1s1cs 
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Alegbra 
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